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EDITORIAL

GOD COMES

God is not born. Nor does he die.. He is the
creator, not the created. He creates the universe.
- On this earth He also creates Himself by His
own Maya-power—srijamyaham atma-mayaa. ‘

“An arxcient view -is that there' is no creation' ‘
Everythmg is there,
already grven But before the proper tlme comes,
things remain unmanifested.

Manifestation takes place in due time. Once
again the manifestedemray go to the oblivion. All
is a play of time. All is ‘Maya. '

But maya cannot touch God. He is the Lord
of Maya. Maya obeys His will. When He wills
to appear on earth as a human being Maya carries
out His dictate. The unseen becomes seen. The
unborn becomes born. The unknowable can be
percelved by our sense-organs.

When God creates Himself on earth He takes -
the help not of the ordinary Maya. It is Divine
Maya which comes to His aid. Divine Maya is
part of Him. ' .

- Sri Krishna came in a critical time. He is the
Supreme the Absolute. He is even beyond the
Absolute. It 1s said that Brahman is the glow of
Sri Krishna’s body. That Supreme of the Supreme
took a human birth. He had human parents—
Vasudev and Devaki. He was born at night in-
a prison. In the very same night the new-born
was taken to Gokul, where the baby got new
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parents—Nanda and Yasodid. This Couple knew that the baby was their child,
their son, born of Yasoda. ‘God is never born. : But when He comes to the earth
in a human form He makes us believe that He has' taken b1rth like a normal
child. Yet when Sri Krishna was born in a prison his father Vasudev and mother
Devaki at once realised that their just-born baby was the Supreme God Himself.
They made obeisance and sang the glory of God, Who had graced them by becoming
their son. This was the truth of the Holy Birth.

It was the eighth day of the Krishna Paksh or the fortnight of the waning
moon of the month of Bhadra. The day, to be more accurate, the tithi is celebrated
even today. The whole of India has been celebrating it for thousands of years.
Many more thousands of years will pass and Krishna Janmastami will still be
celebrated. '

Sri Krishna is no longer the God of India. He is honoured and worshipped
all over the world. His message in the Gita has reached every corner of the
earth. His leela, as depicted in Srimad Bhagabatam has shown the way of absolute
love for God. The Knowledge of God and devotion to Him as enunciated in the
Vedas, t'h'e_‘ Upanishads and other shastras do not reach that height. Sri Krishna’s
words and deeds are ‘unique in the annals of world civilization.

Sri Krishna appéared at a turning point of humanity. He brought immense
change in the consciousness of the mankind. Hitherto there was need-based
dharma or religion. Man believed in God for one or anothér reason. They
worshipped God and prayed to Him for tangible and intangible benefits. Between
God and man there was a give and take relation. People thought that worship
was a bargain. Or, God was to be feared. As if He was the Lord of punishment.
God was even painted as a revengeful being,—a veritable monster. -

Sri Krishna freed mankind from these obnoxus ideas about God. He also
liberated us from thinking that God is very distant from us living in a far away
heaven. He also taught us that giving thanks to God for anything good, kind
and just is not enough. We must go beyond that. The relation between God
and man is that of the whole and the part. Like the relation between the huge
forest-fire and a little spark. The quality of fire is in both. But one burns large
‘forests, the other is of little power. Similarly, God is omnipotent and all- powerful
while man is almost an insignificant being. God is Absolute, man is dependent.
God is the Supreme. Man fulfils himself if he can love and serve the Supreme.

Man’s relation with God was developed in Sri Krishna’s Vrindavan Leela.
There all lives centred around Krishna. Love was the bond between Krishna
and all others. Love was at its purest and best. Love was at its intensest too.
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There were many aspects of the relatiorfship between Krishna and others.
Nanda and Yasoda thought that Krishna was their son. They had parental
feehngs They were always concerned with the Well -being of their child. Kr1shna
was Gopal to them They believed that Wlthout them Gopal was totally
helpless. _ : ‘

There were the playmates. The boys of Braja knew that Krishna was one
among them. He was no different from them. They loved him as their friend.
Miracles surrounded Krishna. All the Braja people were aware of the miraculous
powers of boy Krishna and of his superhuman behaviour at times. Yet nobody
felt that he was a distant being to be held in awe. No, he was a simple Braja
boy loved by one and all.

Then there were the. Gopis. Thelr love for Krishna has no parallel in all
the worlds. The Gopis were love persomﬁed They were made of love Their
hearts, minds and souls, even the cells of their bodies cried for Krishna, the God -
of the gods. But the Gopis did not look upon Krishna as God. They knew that
he was their beloved, even their very bemg ‘They lived the l1fe of love for Krlshna
and served him with all they had Wlth ‘their hmbs even.

When Krishna had left Vrindavan never to come back the GOplS felt that
light went out of their life, the raison dé’etre for living was gone. " They became
so absorbed in the thought of Krishna that everything around them appeared
to be Krishna Himself. They lost their separate cosciousness and even felt they
themselves were Krishna. That is, they completely identified themselves with
Krishna. All their egos_were gone.. It, is love which brought about this
transformation. Bt S

Krishna apparently left Vrindavan but he was in the hearts of the Gopis,
in the feelings of his playmates in the parental emotions’ of Nanda and Yasoda '
All the people of Vrindavan, the cows, the peacocks, the trees, the very grass
on which he had treaded and the river Yamuna remembered him.. .None could
forget Krishna even for a moment. The movable and the 1mmovable, ‘the vocal
and the mute, even the sands and dust-bits of Vrindavan ‘pined for Krishna. Love
for Him was all pervasive in Virndavan. It is true even now.

The word Krishna means that He attracts all and the attractlon is supreme.
He plays with the flute. One who has heard the call of His' flute responds to
it immediately. Because, it is He who indwells us.. He resides in the heart
of every living being. Who responds to the call of Krishna’s flute? It is He"
seated in the heart of the Jiva comes out with the response. It is God calling
the god. within, the forest-fire calling upon the little spark to join it.
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Krishna left Virindavan because he had many great tasks to perform. He
immediately killed King Kansa to rescue the people from his oppressive rule.
He led his Yadav clan to the west coast of India and founded the kingdom of
Dawaraka. He was friend and protector of the virtuous but destroyer of the
wicked.

" India at that time was extended from Rangoon to Kabul. But the land
consisted of many kingdoms. The kings had become arrogant and power-mad.
Krishna played the game in such a way that all the power-hungry kings were
assembled on the battle-field of Kurukshetra and were destroyed. It was a
revolutionary step. For, on the ruins of Kurukshetra was built the dharma-
rajya of Yudhisthira, whose writ was obeyed throughout India. Dharma-
rajya means the kingdom of truth, justice, peace and welfare. It is the rule of
Dharma.

Krishna enunciated his principles in the Gita. The message of the Gita has
reached all the corners of the earth. Krishna’s voice is ringing in the ears of
the humanity through all the ages. People all over the world have to respond
to His call and live His message.
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SANATAN GOSWAMI

OmM VisaNUPAD 108 TRIDANDI SwaMi SRI SRIMAT BHAKTI SRAVAN TIRTHA GOSWAMI

Sanatan Goswami (1488-1558) was the elder brother of Shri Rupa and Shri -
Anupama. From his earlier years, he was spontaneously attracted to. logic,
philosophy, rhetoric, and the theistic message of Shrimad Bhagvatam. '

Although Sanatan, along with Rupa and Anupama, was forced to work 7for
the Islamic occupational government in Bengal, he never gave up his studies or.
his religious way of life. He wrote a book, called Sadachar Padhati, which was
based upon ancient scriptural conclusions and contained rules and regulations
for the gradual advancement of an aspiring spiritualist. In his own life, he
scrupulously followed these instructions, ‘and, as a householder in the Vedic
system, he used to donate food to brahmans (“Priests”), destitute people, and lepers
on a daily basis. His sense of charity was boundless.

A
|

T 1l

B

One night, in a dream, a handsome renunciant came to Sanatan and warned
him not to become distracted by worldly-mindedness. He ordered Sanatan to
go to Vrindavan, unearth the obscured holy places, and preach the scriptural
doctrine of divine love. The next morning, Sanatan told his brother, Rupa, about
the dream. Smiling, Rupa confessed that he, too, was somehow aware of this
instruction, and he informed Sanatan that Shri Krishna had indeed descended
as Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to give them further direction in regard to their
spiritual calling. '
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, With every day that passed, Rupa and Sanatan anx1ously awaited a sign.

When would they be able to renounce their distasteful political service to the
Nawab of Bengal and fully replace it with service to the Lord’s lotus feet? The
boys consulted their mother and she suggested that they write a letter to Shri
Cha1tanya This they did, and after receiving no reply, they tried writing Him

again and- agaln At last, Shri Chaltanya responded, but His letter merely
contained one saylng from scripture : “If a woman-is involved with a man rather
than her husband she may try to be especially diligent in her household duties.
In this way she seeks to av01d detection. W1th1n her heart, however, she is always
longing to be reunited with her paramour.”

Rupa and Satanam understood His meaning : They should continue to work
’ ‘respons1bly for the Nawab, at least temporarily. Inwardly, they could fully mediate
on ‘their inevitable surrender unto the Lord’s mission.

But the Goswamis had to be patient. Shri Chaitanya had just taken
sanyasa and gone to Puri. Next, He began a pilgrimage that included a two
year tour of South India. So it was some time before He would journey to
North Bengal and meet them at Ramakeli. Nonetheless, the meeting, which
took place in 1514, was a pivotal point in the annals of Gaudiya Vaishnava
history.

After meeting Shri Chaitanaya at Ramakeli, Rupa and Anupama were able
to immediately renounce the ‘world. Sanatan, however, had responsibilities to
the Nawab, and it ‘was difficult to extricate himself. In an attempt to fulfil his
governmental obligations and pursue Krishna consciousness at the same time,
Sanatan feigned illness, telling the Nawab that he had to remain at home until
he got well. In this way, he daily studied Shrimad Bhagvatam with Ramakeli’s
chief pundits, and during this period they learned to hear Sanatan’s recitations
of the Bhagavatam. 1

The Nawab became suspicious. Sending a physician to the home of Sanatan
Goswami, he found that not only was the Goswami not at all ill, but he had
turned his home into a virtual ashram, with holy men and scriptural reading
permeatmg the atmosphere Enraged the Nawab 1mmed1ately called for Sanatan
and demanded that he go with him to Orissa, where he expected to conquer
another Klngdom When the Goswam1 refused to go with h1m the Nawab had
_him temporarily thrown into Ja1l '

Luckily, a letter arrived from Rupa Goswami 1nform1ng Sanatan that Shri
Chaitanya had departed for Vrindavan. Rupa and Anupama were gong to meet
Him, said the letter, and Rupa suggested that Sanatan make arrangements to
come as well. Having heard that Sanatan had been imprisoned by the Nawab,
Rupa concluded his letter by saying, “I have left a deposit of ten thousand
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gold coins in the mudi sthane [trading maket]. Use that money to get out of
prison. Somehow or other get yourself released and come to Vrindavan.”

Sanatan then bribed the Muslim jail-keeper with seven thousand gold coins.
Sensing that the jail-keeper was still hesitant to let him go, Sanatan resorted
to almost comical diplomacy, claiming that he was only leaving jail to go to
Mecca, the most 1mp0rtant Islamic place of pllgrlmage He also argued that one’
who released a condltloned soul from Jaﬂ is hlmself released from condltloned
life. 3
- Although Sanatan was not accu'sl,tomed to that sort of trickery he had to
use on the Muslim jail-keeper, the situation was exceotional. Rupa Goswami
had written to him that the Supreme Lord Shri Krishna Chaitanya would be
receiving guests in Vrindavan and the Sanatan should go to see Him. In addition,
Saratan was initially thrown in prison for a negligible reason and the Nawab
would soon release him upon his return. With these considerations Sanatan
decided to immediately free himself from prlson and begin his journey to see
Shri Chaitanya.

As an escape, he was not able to walk along the main 'road,_"for he would
surely be detected and thrown back in prison. Consequently, he and his servant,
Ishan, walked day and night through dangerous forests until they finally reached
a hilly tract of land known as Patada (in Bihar). Here, théy stayed in a hotel,
and when the hotel manager heard from his palmist that Ishan was secretly
carrying eight gold coins, he plotted to kill both Sanatan and his servant and
steal their money.

Biding his time, the hotel manager treated them as honoured guests, and
even offered his assistance. Sensing that the hotel manager was too friendly,
Sanatan had asked Ishan how much money he had with him. When Ishan said
that he had seven gold coins (he lied in order to keep one gold coin for himself),
Sanatan immediately took the money and voluntarily gave it to the hotel manager
in order to prevent a violent attack upon their persons. Knowing that Ishan
had lied about the one gold coin, Sanatan let him kept it, but he released Ishan
from his service.

These action completely‘swayed the hotel owner. from his previous intentions
and he even assisted Sanatan in his journey through the Hazaribagh mountains
and out of Patada. On the way, Sanatan stopped at Hajipur and met is brother-
in-law, Srikanta. After hearing about the Goswami he asked him to stay with
him and his family. ~ But ‘the Goswami declined. His mission was of
paramount importance, and he never settled down to a compromised life:of family
and friends. This might be suitable for others, especially if they:could: manage
to keep God in the center of their lives, but Sanatan was to play a direct, leading
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role in Shri Chaitanya’s mission. Consequently, he denied this last chance for
an easy lifestyle. He was now penniless and bereft of his servant—but he left
Srikanta’s house with nothing more than a fine wollen blanket, which his brother-
in-law had given him as a gift. - =

After a few days, Sanatan arrived in Benaras. Although he was sorry to
hear that Shri Chaitanya had already finished His tour of Virndavan, he was
pleased that the Master was now in Benaras and was accepting guests there.
Sanatan immediately went to the house of Chandrashekhar, for he knew that
this was where Shri. Chaitanya would be staying. ‘

As Sanatan approached, Sri Chaitanya said to Chandrashekhar : “There is
a great devotee coming to your door. Go and let him in.” Once outside,
Chandrashekhar looked in both directions, but he could not see a great devotee
or anyone even remotely fitting that description. When he came back inside and
told Shri Chaitanya the Master said, “Is there anyone at the door at all?”

Since Sanatan had gone through great austerities in the jungle to get to
Benaras, he was totally unkempt and certainly unrecognizable as a Vaishnava.
_-Consequently, Chandrashekhar replied : “Well I did see one disheveled 1nd1v1dua1
 He looked like a Muslim mendlcant perhaps a dervish of the Sufi order...

“Bring him in immediately,” said Shri Chaitanya, “he is no ordinary dervish.”
Chandrashekhar then went out to get Sanatan, who was sitting by the door. When
he heard that Shri Chaitanya wanted to see him, Sanatan happily followed
Chandrashekhar into the main courtyard. Upon entering, Shri Chaitanya lovingly
embraced him, and they both swooned with ecstatic love for Krishna.

After telling Shri Chaitanya the whole story of his stay in prison and the
- events that followed, Sanatan was put in the care of Chandrashekhar and Tapan

Mishra. Sanatan first shaved his long hair and beard, at Shri Chaitanya’s request.
Then, Chandrashekhar took him to the Ganges so he could properly bathe and
then he gave him a new set of clothes. However, Sanatan would not accept the
clothes, thinking that they were too opulent. This made Shri Chaitanya very
- happy, for in this s1mple rejection of clothmg Sanatan had shown a serious spirit
of renunciation.

Later that same day, Shri Chaitanya and Sanatan went to Tapan Mishra’s
house for lunch. Although extremely pleased with Sanatan, Shri Chaitanya kept
glancing at his luxuriant woolen blanket, the one that Shrikanta had given to
‘him. Noticing this, Sanatan could understand that Shri Chaitanya did not
approve. The valuable blanket was inappropriate paraphernalia for a person in
the renounced order, and so Sanatan considered discarding it.

_  The next day, while bathing in the Ganges, he noticed a Bengali mendicant
wash_mg a simple, torn quilt and then spreading it out to dry. Sanatan
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immediately approached the simple man and humbly asked if he would be willing
to trade his quilt for the expensive blanket. At first, the mendicant naturally
thought that Sanatan was teasing him. But Sanatan assured him; “I am speaking
the truth. I would really like to trade my valuable blanket for your torn quilt.”
The mendicant gratefully agreed to exchange.

Sanatan returned to Chaintanya Mahaprabhu with the torn quilt draped
over his shoulder. When the master asked about the blanket and Sanatan related
the story, they were both visibly pleased. Shri Chaitanya then said; “I have
considered this matter in some depth. Since Shri Krishna is very merciful, He
has nullified your attachment for material things. When should Krishna allow
you to maintain a last bit of material attachment? After vanquishing a disease,
a good physician does not allow any of the disease to remain.”

Sanatan began to inquire about the absolute Truth. “Who am I?” Sanatan
asked, “Why do the miseries of material existence permeate my life? And what
is the ultimate goal?” In this way, Sanatan humbly asked generic questions that
could easily have been asked by anyone, for he wanted clear, authoritative answers
from Shri Chaitanya, who then soberly explained to him all the secrets of Vedic
wisdom.

First the Master explained the ontological position of the ordinary, minute
spirit-soul. All souls are constitutionally servants of Krishna, Shri Chaitanya .
said, and they are His parts and parcels. The soul is related to God in the same
way that the sun rays are related to the sun. The soul is the energy and God
is the energetic source. The sun and the sunshine are, in a sense, one. As
soon as there is sun, there is sunshine. And vice versa. But the sun and sunshine
are different as well. If the sunshine is in one’s room, it cancreate a pleasing
sensation. But if the sun itself were in one’s room, one would not survive the
experience. Thus, the sun and sunshine are qualitatively similar — they are
both fiery — but they are quantitatively different. So, too, is this the case with
God and the living entities.

This philosophy of simultaneous oneness with and the difference from God,
known as achintya-bhedabheda-tattva in Shri Chaitanya’s language, is central to
His doctrine.

In the system of the Goswamins, which maintains a position of differentiation
within non - differentiation (achintya-bhedabheda), the individual is real and
separate from, while yet maintaining a sameness with, the Absolute.

The goal is not to lose individual being, but rather to overcome the ignorance
that keeps us from realizing who we truly are. The aim of bhakti is the
transformation of identity, not the Vedantic identification with the non-differentiated
one. This is one of the major differences between bhakti and Vedantic Hinduism.



10 The Harmonist

Rupa claims that one is ultimately a character in Vrajalila — a sérvant, a friend,
an elder, or, more important, a lover of Krishna’s—but never Krishna Himself.
The. experience of love requires an object and an Absolute is eschewed and an
eternal emotional relationship with Krishna is pursued. '

Krishna’s “direct” energies, for example, extend from Shrimati Radharam the
greatest manifestation of these energies, to the  aforementioned ordinary living
beings. Subtle matter, however such as mind, 1nte111gence and illusory (or false)
ego, are also counted among Krishna’s energies. But these are called ‘indirect”,
for they are qualitatively removed from the level of gross matter, or inert material
elements. Nonetheless, all are energies of God and were explained in detail to
Sanatan Goswami. '

After this, Shri Cha1tanya Mahaprabhu briefly analyzed the three primary
‘conceptions of the Absolute Truth, or the Brahman Paramatma, and Bhagwan,
manifestations of the Supreme. With reference to ancient Vedic scriptures and
logic, Shri Chaitanya showed Sanatan that the Brahman conception was
rudimentary. It is the impersonal idea of divinity, stating that God is an abstract
force, indescribable in concrete terms. One may arrive at this level of
understanding by disciplined mental gymnastics. (gyan yoga)

" Superior to this, however, is the Paramatma conception, wherein one realizes
that the amorphous Absolute also has a more localized feature and that He
actually permeates every atom in this personal form. Meditating yogis, after a
life a gruélling sensual control and developed concentration, may attain control
and developed concentration, may attain this level of spiritual realization (but
it is not likely that modern-day yogis will make much progress on this path, for,
according to the scriptures that originally outlined the yoga systems, this process
takes hundreds if not thousands of years to perfect). - ‘

The Bhagwan feature is the highest, and this culminates in full realization
of the Supreme Person, Krishna, and the heartfelt enthusiasm to worship Him
with song and dance. This is the process recommended for the present age and
Shri Chaitanya naturally advised Sanatan Goswami to pursue this path in earnest.
One who achieves perfection in this discipline is called a Shuddha bhakta, or
a pure devotee of the Lord. There is no higher attainment.

Next, Shri Chaitanya elaborately described the methodology of Krishna's
descent (avatar). First, He told Sanatan, Krishna exists in His original self-existant
form (swayamrupa), playing on His flute in His three fold bending pose. - This
form then expands into His various hypostatic manifestations (tad-ekatma-rupa),
which may differ in appearance and, sometimes, in potency. But these forms
" are still manifestations of Krishna or a direct plenary expansion, and these were
enumerated by Shri Chaitanya. Another type of expansion includes Krishna’s
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empowered representative (avesha-avatar): ,

In addition, Shri Chaitanya explained how Krishna expands into Radharani
by the three primary aspects of his potency : Sandhini, Samvit, and Hlaadini.
These gradually expand into His Yogamaya energy, which is essentially spiritual
in nature, and His mahamaya potency, which is a further expansion for
manifesting the material world. Fully developing these ideas, Shri Chaltanya
gave Sanatan detailed information about the nature of God.

Essentlally, Shri Chaitanya described the complete Vedic revelation in regard
to man’s relationship with the Supreme (sambandha-gyan); He elaborated upon
the process for developing that relationship (abhidheya-gyan); and He gave details
about the ultimate goal of that relationship (prayojana-gyan), realized in tangible
and direct service to God through love and devotion.

After instructing Sanatan Goswami in this way for two months, Shri
Chaitanya gathered His many followers and engaged in a massive nagara
sankirtan festival, chanting Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare
Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare with all of the inhabitants
of Benaras. According to Chaitanya-Charitamrita, all of these residents of Benaras
became devotees of Krishna due to Shri Chaitanya’s association.

Soon, the Master wanted to go to Puri, and Sanatan Goswami wanted to
accompany Him. Shri Chaitanya, however, instructed Sanatam to go to
Vrindavan, as He had instructed Rupa and Anupama before him. . Sanatan
immediately took Shri Chaitanya’s words to heart and travelled to this holiest
of cities. Once there, he met Subuddhi Roy, one of Shri Chaitanya’s followers,
who told him about Rup and Anupama’s short stay and how they had quickly
“left for Puri to meet the Master. Sanatan decided to do the same and, after
visiting the twelve forests of Vrindavan, proceeded on the path to Puri.

Sanatan travelled in the most austere way, taking little food and water, and
sleeping under a different tree every night. To remember the activities of his
Master, he travelled through the Jharikhanda forest, retracing the path followed
by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Unfortunately, Sanatan developed a severe case of
eczema from bathing. in and drinking the stagnant water of the various ponds
of this forest. Insult was added to injury when he finally arrived in Puri, where
he discovered that Anupama.had passed away and that Rupa had left for
~ Vrindavan just prior to his arrival. ;

~While in Puri, Sanatan’s troubles were alleviated by his association with
Haridas Thakur, the “master of the holy name”, a title given by 'Shri Chaitanya
Himself in honor of Haridas Thakur’s daily:-chanting 300,000 names of Krishna.
Everyday, after going to the temple to see Lord .Jagannath, Shri Chaitanya ,used
to visit Haridas Thakur and at that time He would see Sanatan Goswami as
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well. Upon entering Haridas’ room (Siddha bakula), He embraced Sanatan in
great affection. This disturbed that Goswami. He felt unqualified to be embraced
by someone as pure as Shri Chaitanya. In addition, his eczema had become severe
and the sores on his body sometimes excreted blood and puss, often oozing onto
the Master’s soft skin. This ,.was'intolerable for Satnam, who said that he could
rather give up his own life than defile the body of Shri Chaitanya in this way.

Just as Sanatan was making plans to throw himself beneath the massive
wheels of the Rathyatra cart during the annual Ratha-yatra parade, Shri
Chaitanya said : “Is it not a fact that you have surrendered body and soul to
Krisha? If your life is Krishna’s, then you have no right to end it. The time
of your demise is up to Him! You cannot misuse another’s property.” In this
way, Sanatan understood that suicide is sinful, and no matter how much he felt
like an offender, it was his duty to live and serve Krishna to the best of his
ability. In fact, Shri Chaitanyé also told him that He had much work to do
through Sanatan’s body and mind. Shri Sanatan Goswami was Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu’s valuable instrument.

Months passed, and Shri Chaitanya finally told Sanatan to go to Virndavan
to work with Rupa. He particularly wanted Sanatan to write a Vaishnava smriti,
a book focussing on rules and regulations, and He gave him a basic outline for
completing this work. Sanatan eventually published this as the Haribhakti-Vilas
under Gopal Bhatta Goswami’s name, for Gopal had developed the work and had
supplied additional information. Shri Chaitanya also asked Sanatan to assist
Rupa in uncovering the lost Vaishnava holy places and in establishing beautifully
opulent temples as well.

Travelling once again through the dense Jharikhanda forest (this time with
the notes kept by Balabharda Bhattacharya, who documented the exact path taken
by Shri Chaintanya), and then through Benaras and Prayag, Sanatan came to
Vrindanvan. When he arrived, there were still no temples. What was once the
city of Krishna’s youth was then lying vacant like an open field. The very first
temple in Vrindavan—Madan-Mohan temple—would be established by Sanatan
Goswami. His efforts set a precedent and other temples were gradually
constructed. Today, Vrindavan boasts some 5,000 temples.

The story behind the discovery of Madan Mohan is particularly fascinating.
It seems that Sanatan had a dream in which a beautiful Deity of Krishna was
being worshiped by an humble priest from the city of Mathura. Sanatan thought
that if he could worship that particular Deity in a grand way, it would attract
many people to Krishna consciousness. But in the dream, at least, the Deity
belonged to this humble brahmana, and Sanatan could not convince him to give
up his Deity of Krishna. Without resolving this dilemma, the dream ended.
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The next day, however, Sanatan went out to beg alms, as was his custom,
and he came to the home of a poor brahmana named Purushottam Chaube. Upon
entering his home Sanatan saw that the events of his previous night’s dream
were in fact a reality. Sanatan gazed upon the beautiful form of Madan-Mohan,
the same Deity who appeared in his dream. He knew that this Deity was meant
to be worshiped in a grand way, for everyone to see.

Nonetheless, just as in Sanatan’s dream, the priest at first refused to
relinquish his Deity. But later that night, Madan Mohan Himself came to the
priest in a dream and insisted that he reconsider. Complying with the wishes
of Madan Mohan, the priest entrusted his Deity to Sanatan Goswami. The next
day, Sanatan carried the Deity to the opposite side of Vrindavan and
established the worship of Madan-Mohan in a little hut. The magnificent temple
that was soon to be constructed for the Deity was erected where that little hut
once stood.

The construction of the temple can be traced to a wealthy salt merchant named
Krishnadas Kapoor, who has one day delivering his goods by boat to a market
in Agra. When the boat became grounded on a sandbar just opposite Sanatan’s
hut, Kapoor began to pray for the help of God. Seeing Kapoor’s despire, Sanatan
invited him to worship Madan-Mohan, and while he was praying before the Deity,
the boat floated clear. Kapoor was then able to complete his business and,
profiting large sums of money as a result, the wealthy merchant felt indebted
to Madan-Mohan. Thus he agreed to finance the building of Madan-Mohan’s
temple. The imposing edifice that exists today was complete sometime in the
1580s.

Shri Sanatan Goswami is the ideal spiritual master, for he delivers one the
shelter of the lotus feet of Madan-Mohan. Even though one may be unable to
travel on the field of Vrindavan due to forgetfulness of his relationship with the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he can get adequate opportunity to stay in
Vrindavan and derive all spiritual benefits by the mercy of Sanatan Goswami.
This is also the special mercy of Madan-Mohan ... In Chaitanya-Charitamrita,
Krishna first offers his obeisance’ to Madan-Mohan vigraha (Sanatan Goswami’s
Deity), the Deity who can help us progress in Krishna consciousness.

Along with Madan Mohan, Rupa Goswami’s Govindadev Deity and Madhu
Pandit’s Gopinath Deity are the life and soul of Chaitanyaite Vaishnavas. Madan-
Mohan represents sambandhatattva ; Govindadev represents abhidheya-tattava;
and Gopinath represents prayojana-tattava. -

These three Deities have very specific qualities. Worship of Madan-Mohan
is on the platform of reestablishing our forgotten relationship with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. In the beginning of our spiritual life we must worship
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Madan-Mohan so that He may attract us and nullify our attachment for material
sense gratification.. Then, when one wishes to render service to the Lord with.
strong attachment, one worships Govinda on the platform of transcendental
service...When by the grace of Krishna and the other devotees one reaches
perfection in devotional service, he can appreciate Krishna -as Gopijanaballabha
(Gopinath), the. pleasure Deity of the damsels of Vraja.

As the person who established the worship of Madan-Mohan, Sanatan
Goswami occupies a special position in the Chaitanya disciples’ succession. He
is the representative teacher of sambandhagyan, or knowledge of our proper
devotional relationship with Krishna.

In the 'year 1670, the fanatic Moghul Emperor Auranzeb ordered the
destruction of all sacred images and temples. He alone was the monarch, and
he would not share his post with a mere cowherd boy named-Krishna.

"At that time, to protect the Lord of their lives, a. band of simple villagers
moved the Deity of Madan-Mohan from Vrindavan to J aipur. Soon after the Mogul
emperor’s reign, however, when the Deity was again safe, He was moved to Karoli,
this time at the request of the Princess of Jaipur. She and her husband, the
King of Karoli, constructed an opulent temple for Madan-Mohan, who has
remained there ever since.

Ontologically, Sanatan Goswami is the closest friend of Shri Rupa. This may
in part explain his proclivity fowards transcendental literature and his insights
into spiritual life. As Kavi Karnapur has revealed in his Shri Gaura-ganoddesha-
dipika : ;

Rupa Manjari’s closest friend, who was known by the names Rati Manjari
and Labanga Manjair, descended as Shrila Sanatan Goswami. He was honoured
by everyone and was considered to be like one extension of the transcendental
body of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Sanatan Kumar, the jewel among the sages,
entered the body of Sanatan Goswami, who is therefore also considered to be
‘an incarnation of Sanatan Kumar. '

Having firmly established the worship of Madan-Mohan, Sanatan Goswami
was free to write transcendental literature. Some of the books compiled by
Sanatan are the Hari-bhakti-vilas (edited by Gopal Bhatta), Brihat-Bhagavatamrita,
Dashama-tipan and Dashama-charita.

Shri Sanatan Goswami left his mortal body on Shri Guru Purnima Tithi and
therefore as Vaishnavas it is essential to remember him on this auspicious day.

The contribution of the Six Goswamis to the lineage of the Guru Parampara
is unparalleled in the history of mankind.
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Manik Chandra Das had possessed rich tea-estates in Siliguri and had amassed
a huge fortune. His forefathers had been proud Zamindars of Bengal. His coffers
were full, but he was too much given to wine and women, which brought on
an incurable disease and an untimely death. His widow Anu and daughter
Nivedita lived quietly now. They neither entertained much nor did they go out
often. Their old manager Bhupen Babu, however remained with them as he was
a widower with his two daughters well-married off. He had been able to salvage
a large proportion of the ancestral property before it was entirely squandered
away by his master. Despite his age, he was quite active. He possessed uncommon
business astuteness which had stood the family in good stead. He had given
the young widow Anu and her infant daughter much support. In fact he had
a large part to play in the bringing up of Nivedita. He had succeeded his mistress
in persuading her to invest much of her mdney.in shares that brought regular
attractive profits and to put the rest in fixed deposits. Anu was deeply thankful
for his presence in the house. She had no head for figures and found it infinitely
depressing to talk or think of business. She was a frail woman with soft features
and sad eyes. Most of the time she spent in her Puja-room counting the prayer-
beads.

Satish Babu’s sudden arrival created a commotion in this quiet household.
Nivedita, who had been always pining for company was beside herself with
joy.

“Oh uncle”, she exclaimed, “How nice to see you after all these years" Why
didn’t you come sooner?”

“‘I'm sorry, dear. But you know about my rheumatism. It'll be the death
of me any day”, replied Satish Babu with mock seriousness.

Anu had come down from her prayer room hearing sounds of people talking.
She bowed down before her brother-in-law and then led him to the inner chambers.
All this time Golapi stood on the stairs below, unnoticed. She was taklng in
the entire surroundings and the people there in her own quiet but intelligent
manner. This was her first visit to the great c1ty of Calcutta and she hardly
liked what little she saw of it. She found the air a bit depressmg A girl of the
green hills, of the open sky, of the sparkling new streams, of the dark luscious
woods, would do so. Nivedita saw her as she carried some suitcases up the front
stairs. She hurried to help her. They smiled at each other in a warm friendly way.
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“You must be Miss Nivedita”, she said. “Mashi has often talked to me about
you. She has specially instructed me to convey her love to you and to extend
her invitation to Kalimpong”.

- “And you must be Golapi, the colour of your beautiful skin tells me so. I
know quite a lot about you too, from Sheela Mashi’s letters. Welcome to Calcutta.
I shall ask mother to see you. You must not mind her not noticing you, for
you know, she has always been a bit absent-minded and wary of strangers”.

“Oh, no miss, there is no need. The fault is all mine. It is my duty to
pay my respects to her first. Will you show me the way, please?”

“Gladly, do come in”.

Very soon, the two girls found that they liked each other. They were of the
same age and had a lot in common with each other. Golapi promptly took charge
of the kitchen. She prepared a few tasty Bengali dishes to the delight of all
and served them in her typically motherly fashion. After the paan- and sweet
masala were served, Bhupen Babu retired to the office room to browse through
some important documents. Satish Babu had a good nap on the arm-chair placed
in the balcony. And Nivedita took Golapi to her room where they could talk
undisturbed. '

The room was on the top floor : its windows facing a well cared for garden.
It was arranged in a simple but pleasing way. The walls were painted with
faded yellow. Curtains ware of contrasting red and there were soft, small
cushions on the settee. On the walls hung a few pamtmgs of Indian painters
like Amrita Sher Gill and M. F. Hussain. Golapl did not consider them to be
in good taste, but refrained from making any comment. In Satish Babu's
house she had seen large framed portraits of his ancestors staring grimly
down, their proud lips puckered in an artificial smile. ~ She had been
impressed by them. But here what caught her interest and fascination were the
amount of books occupying the shelves. She asked her “Do they all belong to
you?” ' » : :

“Of course, they are all mine”. : A

“Oh, you must be very learned, miss. Alas! I...I cannot even read. In my
village girls do not go to school. They say girls who read books bring ill-luck
to fathers”. ‘Oh’, she exclaimed “I should not have said that ; I .am sorry.” “Never .
mind”, Nivedita replied, “I do not remember my father. I was too young when
he died, and at that age, I could not even read.” “And remember”, she added
with affected strictness, “no miss : call me just Nevedita. Alright?”

“Alright”, Golapi replied gratefully. “But what books do you have here?”

“These”, she said, “are my college-books.  History, Political Science,
Literature—".
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“What about the Ramayana and Mahabharata and Bhagavad-Gita?” She
interrupted naively. “I have heard people say in my village that to be a really
learned, one should read them. How else can one become a Pandit?”

“Is it so? Well, I have never looked at things in that way ; Do you know much
about them?” :

“Much? Oh no, only a little. You know, we have regular Kirtans in my village.
Stories of Sri Rama and Shri Krishna are sung. Sometimes the village-priest
recites some slokas and explains their meaning”.

Nivedita listened carefully. Golapi’s words had a deep effect on her. “That
explains the fact why you simple village folks are so wise though illiterate”, she
said aside.

Golapi smiled shyly. She picked up a book from another shelf and turned
it round.. “Whose picture is this on the cover here?” she asked curiously.

“Ah, don’t you know? He is Swami Ram Krishna Paramahansa. Mother
is a great devotee of his. Actually, she gdve me this book to read in my spare
Time. She had many stories to tell me about his life. I too would like to meet
a great saint and to know him personally. Tell me, have you met one in your
life?”

“Indeed I have, and that also very recently”. Golapi related every detail that
had taken place. Voice filled with emotion when she talked about Swami
Tirthananda, who had given her-such solace and filled her life with such divine
peace. She told her how Satish Babu had come to Calcutta in pursuit of this
Swamiji after reading about him in the newspaper.

Nivedita was thrilled. Rare is a saint who could take away human ailments
and give them spiritual uplift. Here was such a saint who lived in Calcutta.
Only so nearby she found it hard to believe. Instantly she decided that they
would all go together to the saint’s Ashram and offer him their devotion.

That very evening they went out in search of the Ashram. The. Calcutta
traffic as usual, was heavy at this hour. Their progress was slow. At one time
their taxi was caught in a jam causing Nivedita to sigh in impatience. However,
before long it had cleared. Then they advanced at a steady pace. The driver
took a wrong road, but was soon able to correct himself. At last to everyone’s
relief their search ended. They were at the gates of the Ashram. There was
a sign-board on which was written—“Swami Tirthananda Ashram.” There flowed
an endless stream of devotional songs sung in chorus with the accompaniment
of Shri Khol, Cymbals and other such musical instruments. “Hare Krishna, Hare
Krishna,”, they sang.

Inside, it was a different world altogether. The premises was large with trees
of varied species. An air of divinity was clearly perceivable. Golapi was certainly
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moved. She loved devotional songs. Of late, she had grown religious. She was
surprised to find that within her was a hidden spring of spiritual feelings of whose
existence she had been completely unaware. Swamiji’s subtle influence had caused
burst the spring and flow. She remembered his last words : “You have a great
destiny to fulfil”. “What great destiny”? She asked herself She was a poor
unlettered girl ; earning her bread as a maid servant in a rich family. In what
way would she be able to use her life for the welfare of the suffering humanity?
No, it is not possible. She did not have the strength or the scope for it. Thus
lost in thought she was unaware of the fact that they were already standing
before the benign presence of the Swamiji.

One by one they prostrated at his feet. Swamiji was delighted to see them.
A mysterious smile played on his lips as he turned his gaze upon them. He
signed to them to sit down. Overwhelemed Golapi found herself again before her
lord and master whose remembrance she had guarded this long as a treasure
in her heart. She found herself trembling a little with thrill. Nivedita was looking
closely at her. “What happens; are you ill?”, she asked in a whisper.

“No”, she answered, barely audible. After being acquainted with Satish Babu,
Anu and Nivedita, Swamiji looked at Golapi “So you have come, my child. I
hope you will stay in Calcutta for a few days at least. Satish Babu, then Golapi
can do some sight-seeing”.

“Yes, indeed, Swamiji Maharaj”, Satish Babu replied politely. He then spoke
of his wife and her desire to have him in their house at Kalimpong for the Magh-
Sankranti celebrations.

“Maharaj”, Nivedita asked suddenly, “will you please give me diksha? I want
to meditate and receive spiritual enlightenment?”

“Of course, that shall be my great pleasure. Tomorrow is the right day. Come
in the morning. ‘I shall be free then”. They were served sweet-meats by a silent
brahmachari, in white dhoti and chaddar and the mark of Vishnu on his forehead.
After a few minutes they took their leave. As they proceeded Golapi could still
hear the fading strains of the Kirtan : “I have come to your door. Mother, with
my empty-begging bowl. - Fill it, fill it with the grace of your Love”.

- She felt a degree of joy she had never experienced before. No one talked
and she was thankful for this silence. Her whole being was concentrated in a
one-point devotion and love to God. She felt his infinite compassion all around
her. It was a strange, new feeling.

3
Preparations at Satish Babu’s house for the Magh Sankranti celebrations were
in full-swing. ‘It was a grand festivity every year continuing for three days.
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Worship was offered at the small temple in the courtyard with its serene images
of Radha and Krishna. All the dwellers of hill-foot village were asked to join
the celebration and to have Prasad. Devotional songs were being sung throughout
the day by different parties who branded themselves for the occasion. This year
it was supposed to be an extra-special festival for his son Ajit who had come
home to spend his holidays. Another thing that gave it a great splendour and
glory was that to great pleasure Swami Tirthananda had sent a message of his
arriving and conducting the ceremony.

Now the small temple was shining with new paint. The deities were dressed
regally in new, satin clothes bordered with zari, and all the gold and diamond
ornaments meant only for this annual festival. On the morning of the first day
some villagers had already congregated although the weather was cold and windy.
They began singing hymns in loud, melodious voices.

Nivedita and her mother had also come from Calcutta to witness the festivities.
They had also a great desire to meet Ajit and to hear about his experiences on a
foreign soil. She was gay and excited and busy with the servants in their work.
She wanted to contribute her mite but none would have hers. However Golapi gave
her some work that made her happy and occupied. She began stringing garlands
of marigold: to be used in decorating the temple. Standing on a stool she had
been trying to fix a string of fresh mango-leaves across the threshold of the front
door when suddenly a pain shot up her left leg and she stood paralysed with fear.

She would have fallen but Golapi caught her just in time and helped her
slowly to her bed. There she lay, screaming with pain. Ajit came and examined
her, gave her some medicines. But the pain remained. There was a swelling
too, just below the kneejoint. Anu sat still by the side of her daughter who had
been rolling on the bed from pain throughout the long night. Grief descended
on the household. In his study room Ajit consulted some medical journals and
began to look worried. Golapi entered silently after him and saw his consternation;
for nothing escaped her ever-watchful eyes. “What is it Ajit Babu”? She asked,
timidly, “Is it anything serious?”

They were alone in this room. Soft moaning sounds reached them from the
room opposite. ‘I fear it is...”, Ajit said gravely. “But I may be wrong. ' You
see, I haven’t had much experience as-yet”. Saying this he suddenly stopped
and meant that he won’t speak anything more.

“Ajit Babu, you are hiding something from me. Be assured I shall keep it
a secret. Her mother should not know”, she pleaded. “Tell me, please. I may
be only a poor ignorant girl, but I'm really fond of her”.

“Listen Golapi, I did not mean to offend you. But it is too early to say definitely
whether it is cancer”.
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“Cancer? Golapi looked horrified. A sob escaped from her. Even to the
illiterate, the word cancer cuts one’s heart like a sharp knife. It is as deadly
and as certain like anything in the world. “Oh, the poor girl”, she wept. “How
can I help her? How can I relieve her of her pain? So young, so innocent! Oh
God, please spare her!”.

Ajit did his best to comfort her although he himself was in need of consolation
and support. He felt surprised at the warmth and genuineness of feeling present
in this simple, yokel woman. He told her that he would administer Nivedita
a sleeping drug. He noticed the depth of love with which Golapi waited upon -
Nivedita, giving orders to the servants, and managing each detail of the household
curriculum in her orderly and systematic way. For the first time after his arrival,
he found her to be very attractive. Golapi was a woman, far beyond his
expectations. .

The next day Swamiji arrived from Calcutta. All of them were relieved to
" find his august presence. He was like a tower of strength to the family now
afflicted with grief. He carefully examined the patient but did not revealed the
true nature of her illness. He calmed all of the house with certain assurance
that all would be well. Placing his right hand on the swollen and painful spot
on Nivedita he. closed his eyes for a few moments. The pain subsided, though
he swelling remained. Nivedita sat up on her bed and gave him a grateful smile.
Everyone became jubilant and went about their tasks with renewed vigour.
Needless to say, the fame of Swamiji spread very fast all around and people looked
on him with awe and reverence. “Swamiji Ki Jai, Swamiji Ki Jai” they shouted
lustily from the courtyard.

Under the careful supervision of Golapi Swamiji was well cared for. Golapi
did not- go back to her uncle’s hut in the bustee that night. She slept on a mat
. right across the threshold of his room and remained always alert to Swamiji’s
slightest need. She rose early before the sun was up, readied warm water. for
his bath, prepared special dishes for him, washed his clothes and served him
with her won hands.

Before the evening the time for his discourse she would weave a garland of
the choicest flowers from Satish Babu’s garden and offer it to him. She would
burn incense in every room and would see to it that he was comfortable in all
ways. . All knew that Golapi was somewhere near and could be depended upon
should anyone need it.

Only one of this house was dangerously trying to come closer to her. Ajit
had first felt drawn to her since the night of Nivedita’s illness. Admiration for
her kept increasing each moment. He was surprised that she should have such
an effect upon him as to make him indifferent of his house, his parents, friends
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and relations who clamoured for his attention. He had eyes only for Golapi.
Everything about her appealed to him. Her plain, brown skirt of thick fabric
that came to her ankles, her blouse with puffed sleeves of the same colour and
fabric, the colourful bead-chains she wore round her neck and which covered her
breast entirely, the red scarf she wore in her peculiar fashion over her head and
her silver ornaments that adorned her feet, hands, ears and nose. The winter
had deepend the rosy hue of her cheeks and her excitement in work emphasied
the sparkle in her eyes. They were, he noticed, not black like the people of her
clan, but brown, with the quality of fire in them.

She had captured his heart. A doctor trained abroad, hailing from one of
the proudest of the ancient families that Bengal could boast of. Alas! Golapi
is only a maid-servant of dubious parentage. His father would never agree to
their marriage. His family would be shocked. Although they liked her very much
and depended upon her so entirely, surely they did not love her enough to overlook
the social barriers and agree to marriage. He felt disheartened. There was none
in whom he could confide. Often he had felt the need of opening his heart to
Golapi, but she never gave him that opportunity. He was suffering within himself,
silently. But he felt now that his patience was giving way.

On the last day of the celebration when the members of the household were
gathered in the courtyard where Swamiji was discoursing upon the Gita, he quietly
slipped indoors. Golapi was tidying some papers in his study room. He entered
silently and closed the door after him. Startled, she looked back. “What is it,
Ajit Babu, why have you closed the door?” She asked in a frightened voice backing
away from him.

“Don’t be frightened, please, I have something very important. to tell you —
a favour to ask of you. On your answer, my whole life depends”.

“No, Ajit Babu, No — I can’t give you any answer. Let me go. They may
hear us”. “Let them”, he cried, pulling her in his arms “I'm past caring. I love
you, Golapi, I love you. I want to marry you. I shall run away with you if
they do not agree to our marriage. Only say, yes”.

She struggled in his arms, anger slowly welling up in her eyes. “Never”,
she spat back as she broke away from him. “Never shall I marry you. Aren’t
you ashamed torturing a poor innocent girl who took refuge under your father’s
roof? Is this the outcome of your foreign education? Marry you? Never, do
you hear?” She opened the door and her footsteps echoed in the corridor as she
fled out of the room.

The next morning she was not to be found. They looked for her everywhere.
Shiela was disturbed. “Where can she have disappeared?” She asked entering
the kitchen to warm the bath water for the Swamiji. She kept on muttering
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to herself — “Without a word to me — that naughty girl. All that work to be
done, oh dear; Nivedita — will you take this warm water to swamiji’s bath room?
You take charge of him today, for I have so much cooking left to do. And call
Ajit, I must send him to the market for fresh vegetables”.

“Yes Mashi”, Nivedita answered. As told she went for Ajit’s room, but it
was locked from inside. She called him, “Dada, Dada”, but there was no reply.
She knocked louder and shouted, “Dada, Mashi wants you to go to the market
— get up and open the door”.

“Go away”, he cried irritably. “Tell her I'm not well — don’t disturb me
further”.

A servant was sent to the market in the bustee, with instructions that he
should also go to Golapi’s house to see whether she was there, and inquire about
her strange behaviour, and surely bring her back to this house.

All night Ajit had no sleep. He had not expected a blatant refusal from her.
His male ego suffered a serious defeat. He was certain that Golapi would jump
at his offer. But there had to be a way out. She must give in to him, bend
before his maleness. Yes, there must be a way out. He thought and thought,
and he hit upon a solution. - He jumped out from bed, his body tense with a
new excitement. His elevation lay in the hands of Swamiji. Golapi would act
upon his instructions. She would never be able to refuse him anything. - She
loved and trusted him since he was her spiritual guide. Ajit felt new hope stirring
within him. He would request the Swamiji to come to his aid, to persuade her
and his parents on his behalf. He bathed, dressed and after a hasty meal, entered
the Swamiji’'s room. He fell at his feet, imploring him to have mercy on him.
~ -“Why, what is wrong?” ‘He smiled at him in his warm, compassionate way.
Ajit related in detail .the incidents of the previous evening. It was impossible
for him to live without her, he added. Swamiji could see the sufferings on his
face. He gave him assurance that he would talk to her. But first he must let
his parents know what was going on in the mind of their only son.

When Satish Babu and his wife heard of these new developments in their
household, they could hardly believe their ears. They pleaded with Ajit to give
up his strange obsession; but he remained firm. “Golapi is a fine girl”, he said,
“You know that better than anyone else.  The only defect is that she does not
belong to our statidn in life. But I shall not allow considerations on birth, class
or creed to come in my way”. “Tell me, Swamiji, will you advise me such a
thing?” '

» “Never, my son”, Swamiji replied. “Satish Babu, what have you to say?”
worrefT am at a loss for words”, he felt weak before the challenge his son had
thrown to him. At heart he was a man who valued justice very highly; but he
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was not brave enough to ward off the social system and the stigma would accrue
for this unequal marriage. He voiced his deep-seated premonitions before the
Swamiji whom he considered to be far above human reproach. “On the one hand
stand my ancestral pride, my position in society that shall be ruined by this
marriage. On the other hand stand those ideological considerations on whose
basis my son demands his rights. I cannot decide — Swamiji — I cannot decide!
I place everything in your hands.” - '

“Very well”, Swamiji declared. “Since you have all appealed to me, I shall
help you. Have faith in me. Ajit, go and see whether. Golapi has arrived. If
so, bring her to my presence, immediately”.

“I am here, Gurudev”, saying this, she emerged through the door-way and
walked slowly into the room. For a few seconds there was absolute silence.  She
sat before him, her head bowed low, avoiding all eyes.

“My child”, Swamiji began. “You have always impressed me as a very sensible
girl. You know very well why I've called you. I want to know the truth. Do
you want to marry Ajit?”. :

“I cannot marry him”.

“By why not? You shall have wealth, position and a good husband. What
is wrong with Ajit that you refuse to marry him?”

“Gurudev, I am content to be as I am. What will I do with so much wealth?
Besides, I am a poor, unlettered girl- with a,drunka'rd uncle who lives in the
filth and degradation of the bustee. Can I ever have the heart to tarnish the
good name of this house by my low connection?” Golapi’s voice was wet with
tears. But her eyes never wavered. Her way lay straight and clear before her.

“I was an orphan once, unloved and unwanted. These good people took me
in. They have never treated me as anyone different. I've eaten their salt. We
tribal people may have many faults but we are ever true to our salt. I cannot
break our code of conduct. Forgive me”.

Ajit could not restrain himself any longer. “Golapi, you will listen to Gurudev,
won’t you? He is your spiritual guide. If he desires you to marry me, you will
do so. I know you will”.

“Gurudev is competent to guide my spiritual life. My earthly life is mine
own.” She said firmly.

Ajit was dumbfounded by this answer. He began to lose hope. His parents’
faces told him that they were relieved of a great unhappy thing. ~All seemed
to be against him. His head felt heavy, he appealed to Golapi’s sympathy.

“I never dreamt that a girl of such beauty could possess a heart of stone.
Understand my position, please; I cannot live without you. You - arévthe first
girl 've ever wanted to marry, believe me.”
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“You will soon forget me, Ajit Babu’, she replied with smile in the corners
of her lips. “One day, youll marry a fine, educated girl, worthy of this great
house. Then you will be grateful to this Golapi, and thankful too, that she saved
you from so great mistake”. .

There was nothing which could change her mind. Swamiji himself was moved
by her great strength of purpose. Even Satish Babu could catch a glimmer of
the depths of courage and fortitude that lay in that girl. Golapi had taught all
of them a lesson by her simplicity and honesty. He could not have hoped for
a better wife for his son. LN '

The next day Swamiji left for Calcutta. Nivedita and her mother were with
him. Ajit could not bear to stay at home any longer. He too decided to go with
them. He stayed in Calcutta for a few days and made arrangements to go back
to London.
 Golapi stayed back in the big house. Things went on as before. She never
neglected any of her duties. Satish Babu and his wife looked on her differently.
They were growing old and were happy that she would not desert them. Her
presence made it possible for them to bear the pangs of separation from their
only son, Ajit.

THREE POEMS

MapsAVI DaAst

Radhey Radhey

Radhey, you fill all my senses with love and devotion, .
Your eyes are as beautiful as a transcendental ocean,

The benevolence of Your smile,

Makes my. heartbeat skip a while,

Radhey make me just a speck of dust on Your Lotus Feet,
That is all I ask, all I repeat, '
Radhey don’t leave me at all,

I am very small :

Sri Guru

Joy Joy Sri Guru Prem Kalpataru,

Salutations to you my Sri Guru,

Under whose. shade the wind of eternal love blows,
Under your guidance my bhakti grows,
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You are the bridge between God and mankind,
Oh! Please be kind,

To this dried fallen leaf,

Who has only been rustling and twisting in grief,
Looking up at the beautiful flowers and wohdering when it will be ;my hour,
When will your kripa shower,

Unto me and blow me away,

To the land of Vrindavan,

Where 1 can be one,

Leaf that rolls on the dust,

And I will be crushed,

Melt into this Divine Soil,

And put an end to all this toil

Love and Death
Between the doors

of birth and death,
Stands yet another door,
Wholly inexplicable,
He who is able,

To be born

At the door of death
Is devoted eternally...
Die before dying

Die living.

NotE : ‘The door between birth and death is called love. The door of love
is real death. In ordinary death the body disappears, the ego remains. Love
is the real death because the ego disappears completely.

So we must all hope that we can really die living — that is called BHAKTI.

“THE SECOND COMING”

PaBirra Kumar GHOSH

It is a great prophetic poem of the modern age. It is about the coming of a
new Avatar, that is, the descent of God upon earth with a physical body.
W. B. Yeats wrote the poem during 1919-1920.
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W. B. Yeats was awarded the Nobel Prize for poetry in 1923. He is one
of the greatest poets of English literature.

He was a visionary poet. He believed that poetic imagination or inspiration
comes directly from God. In his essay ‘William Blake and the Imagination’ he
says: “imagination was the first emanation of divinity, the ‘body of God’, ‘the
Divine Members’ ... the imaginative arts were therefore the greatest of Divine
revelations” This is the view of the mystic poet Blake, who influenced Yeats in
a big way.

Yeats further says that the greats are great because they had been granted
by divine favour a vision of the unfallen world from which others are kept apart.
The unfallen world means the world of truth, where divinity dominates.

In his essay ‘The Autumn of the Body” Yeats said that poets should take upon
the duty of the priests. He says :

“The arts are, I believe, about to take upon their shoulders the burdens that
have fallen from the shoulders of the priests.” He as a poet was for “an ‘ever
more arduous search for an almost disembodied ecstasy.”

Yeats was Irish and was an inheritor of the Celtic mystic tradition. He was
also influenced by Indian spiritual thinking. At the age of twenty he came in
contact with Madame Blavatsky, the proponent of theosophy and her close disciple
Mohini Mohan Chatterjee, a Bengali Brahmin. Mohini advised Yeats to think
before going to sleep at night in this vein : “I have lived marry lives, I have
been a slave and a prince. Many a beloved sat upon my knees, and I have sat
upon the knees of many a beloved. Everything that has been shall be again.”
Yeats wrote .a poem on Mohini and remembered him till his end.

In yeats’ early dramatic poem “Anashuya and Vijaya” the hero asked his love to

Swear by the parents of the gods,
Dread oath, who dwell on sacred Himalay,
On the far Golden Peak;

Yeats wrote the poem “The Second Coming” during January 1919 — November
1920. It is not a big poem, consisting of twenty two lines only. Why did the
poet require such a long time to compose such a brief poem? Perhaps he saw
the theme in a vision and waited to give it a perfect expression. Or, he waited
for an inner confirmation of the vision.

At the beginning Yeats depicts the pathetic and painful condition of the age.
He says :
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold,
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innonce is drowned.
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It is a tragic time for humanity because the world has turned devilish.
Anarchy prevails. Faith is the centre, the anchor of life. But it is gone. So
the centre fails to hold. Things are being torn apart.

A terrible bloody affair is going on. The earth is being soaked with human
blood;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.

.. The salt of the earth have lost their character. The best of the world have
lost faith. Conviction is gone. Dharma is eclipsed. The scum of the earth are
dominating the mankind. The irreligious, the anti-god, the veritable Asura has
spread his rule. Yeats’ description is akin to the words of the Gita which indicated
the condition of the coming of the Avatar—yada yada hi dharmasya glanirbhabati
Bharata, abhyuthanadhrmasya tadatmanam srijamyaham.

Yeats says that the condition of the earth is ripe for the coming of the
Avatar. He hints that the Avatar is coming

surely some revelation is at hand,;
surely the Second Coming is at hand.

Why is it the ‘Second Coming? Because, it is very natural that Yeats believed
that Jesus Christ was the first Avatar. But he visioned that the new Avatar
will be like the Narasimha Dev :

A shape with lion body and the head of a man,
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun.

‘Pitiless as the sun’ — Narasimha Dev mercilessly seared Hiranyakashipu
and Sri Krishna crushed Kansha. He also caused the annihilation of the
mighty sovereigns. on the battle field of Kurukshetra. The coming Avatar may
act similarly.

Centuries have gone since the time of Jesus. Yeats calls it “twenty centuries
of stony sleep”. But the sleep is now coming to its end. Now it is time for
the awakening of the God. The time for the Avatar has come—“its hour has
come at last”, says Yeats.

Yeats wrote this poem five years before Baba was born. The great visionary
poet of the twentieth century had an inkling of the-coming Avatar. He aptly
said that the new Avatar would be leonine. He will crush the Asurs of the earth
and protect the faithful. It is said that those who choose God are chosen by
Him. God comes to protect them — paritranaya sadhunam binashaya ca
duskritam, dharmasansthapanarthaya sambhabami yuge yuge.

After writing the poem Yeats got the highest literary award — the Nobel
Prize.
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WEARING THE DOG COLLAR OF GOD

SUKHVINDER

It was monsoon time. As usual the Ashram was humming with activity. As
dusk approached, devotees with dripping umbrellas started streaming in. A
woman who often provided tulsi plants to the Ashram came with a plastic packet
containing tulsi leaves for Baba. She offered the packet to ‘Baba and paid
obeisance. Baba opened the packet, saw the tulsi leaves and a look of pain flashed
across His beautiful face.  He took out a branch of tulsi from the packet and
said in an anguished voice, ‘O Ma, this is not how you pluck tulsi leaves from
the plant! It causes Her great pain. I will teach you how to pluck the leaves.’
We noticed that the woman in question had plucked whole branches off the tulsi
plant, which caused Baba such distress.

The tender loving heart of Baba could not bear to think
of His beloved Brinda Devi (tulsi) being caused such pain.
Even when He hands over the tulsi leaves. to the devotees,
He handles the leaves with so much tenderness. Once in
a while, the tulsi container topples and the tulsi leaves fall
at His lotus feet. It is well known that Brinda Devi is
happiest when adorning Her beloved’s feet. This is perhaps
her clever way of reaching where she yearns to be most.
I have heard that when Baba was once doing a Bhagwat
Saptah, when Baba used to sing, the tulsi pots kept in front
of the dais would sway from side to side, as if dancing in

ecstasy.
Devotees often ask Baba for tulsi malas known as kanthi. Baba has a beautiful

collection of tulsi necklaces specially brought from Nawadweep. All devotees in
the ashram proudly sport the tulsi malas, declaring themselves to be members
of the flock. One day Baba told this amusing analogy of the tulsi mala :

Till some years ago, the municipality used to go on rounds to pick up stray
dogs. The means to dispose of them used to be to shoot them. But if they found
a dog roaming around with a belt or chain around its neck, they abstained from
catching or shooting it. The reason was that the dog had an owner. It belonged
to someone. In the same way, if a person is wearing a necklace of tulsi beads,
the messengers of Yama will not touch him. They know that this persori has
an owner—he or she belongs to Vishnu. Therefore they have no jurisdiction over
this person, and leave him alone. This is the dog-collar of God! If you wear
a kanthi, you are saved from the clutches of Yamraj for ever:.
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The analogy though amusing, is true. Are we not His children, and He our
enternal protector? Who else but He will take us across this tumultuous ocean
of existence? The innocuous looking tulsi beads around our neck will provide
all the security against the sharks and other dangers that lurk in this ocean.

One day a devotee asked Baba about faith and surrender. Baba told us this
delightful story.

Once upon a time a sadhak and a thief used to stay in a jungle on the banks
of a river. The sadhak used to stay up all night immersed in his sadhana. His
sadhana was intense, and for many years, he practiced austerities and penance
to have a vision of the Lord. Every day at the break of dawn, he would go
to the river for his bath. The thief would also be awake and busy the whole
night, breaking into houses and stealing the wealth of sleeping householders. At
the break of dawn, he too would go to the river for his bath. v

Everyday, the sadhak would look at the thief and wonder, ‘Oh! He too must
be a sadhak like me, staying up the whole night thinking of God. The thief
too would see the sadhak and think, ‘He too must be a thief like me, busy the
whole night looting the neighbourhood.” One day, the sadhak could not contain
his curiosity, and he asked the thief, ‘Do you also stay up every night?” = ‘Yes,
every night’, replied the thief with enthusiasm. The sadhak, who had been longing
for a vision of the Lord for so many years, asked earnestly, ‘Have you struck
gold yet?” ‘O yes! I have success every night!” ‘Really’” The sadhak looked
at the thief with wonder. ‘This great man actually sees the Lord every night
I must make him my guru,” he thought.

‘I have stayed awake for so many nights but have still not been successful.
Will you teach me the secret of your success?, he asked the thief with folded
hands. - The thief felt sorry for the man and happily agreed to teach him the
tricks of his trade. He asked him to meet him outside the landlord’s house in
the neighbouring village at midnight. And then he would initiate him into the
secrets of how to accomplish his goal.

The sadhak was ecstatic. Not only had he found such a worthy guru, but
he had also been. promised the ultimate goal : a vision of the Lord that night.
He spent the day in restless anticipation for the moment when he would meet
his guru and be initiated.

Well before time, he went to the appointed place and waited with bated
breath. True to his word, the thief appeared at the stroke of midnight. Signalling
him to keep silent, the thief led the sadhak to the boundary wall of the landlord’s
house. Drawing a circle in the wall with a chalk, the thief dug hole with an
implement he had brought, without making a sound. The sadhak watched in
silent wonder, agog with excitement for the approaching moment. The thief now
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brushed his hands and signalled to the sadhak to enter into the house through
the aperture. ‘As soon as you enter through his opening, your goal is
accomplished.’

By now, the whole body of the sadhak was quivering with anticipation. With
tears of gratitude in his eyes, he bowed with reverence before his guru and entered
the aperture. Lo and behold! Before him, in dazzling splendour, stood the four-
handed Narayan! - )

We. were all listening to this story with attention. The narrative proved that
belief can work wonders! The sadhak had complete and total faith in the thief’s
word. There was not even an iota of doubt in his heart. It was this absolute
trust and conviction and simple-heartedness that made his dream come true. Even
the mistaken identity of a thief as a spiritual guru only impelled his mission
further. When a devotee’s yearning reaches a fevered pitch, and his belief is
total, God is compelled to fulfil his devotee’s wish. This is proved time and
again. When Hiranyakashipu challenged Prahlad whether his beloved Vishnu
was present in the pillar, Prahlad replied without a grain of -doubt that He was.
And to uphold the honour of His devotee, the Lord incarnated in the pillar.

A devotee of Baba composes beautiful poems expressing her feelings for Him.
There was a phase in her life for two years when the muse seemed to possess
her, and she would fill reams of paper with poems that flowed incessantly from
her pen day and night. She decided to compile the poems into a book and present
them to Baba on His birthday. She got a friend to type and print them out
on a computer for her, which she bound into a volume. She illustrated the book
with pretty paintings, and lovingly presented to Him this labour of love. On
going home when she went through her copy she realised that there were errors
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in spelling out His name. She came back ‘the next day, and requested Him to
give back the book to rectify the mistake. Baba gave a mischievous smile and
asked His sevak to bring the book from His room. When she opened the book,
she found that all the spelling mistakes had got corrected! She was dumbfounded.

Since her offering of the songs of her was made with so much reverence, Baba’s
super-computer had made perfect that which was imperfect. It is true that our
devotion is flawed, our understanding of the truth that is Baba is highly
inadequate, and our service to Him is full of blemishes. But an even higher
truth than this is that Baba looks only at our intentions, and not at our
imperfections. Did Krishna not forsake the choicest delicacies of Duryodhan’s
court offered in golden plates, for the simple fare of Vidur’s kitchen? The Lord
is hungry only for the love of His devotee, no matter how imperfectly it is offered.
Baba is a Paramhansa, one who separates milk from water, accepting only the
milk. Baba had told this interesting story once :

Devotees offer flowers to the Lord everyday
with devotion. Do the flowers and devotion
really reach Him? Suppose you go to the
market to purchase a packet of salt. And
suppose the salt is adulterated with sand.

% 4 When you pay for the salt and take the packet,
%C % you also take away with you the sand which
(0\ is mixed with it. In the same way when the
\ Lord accepted your flowers, the devotion that
J,\Zﬁ went with the flower also gets accepted.

There is another incident with the same devotee. Whenever she would make
an offering of money to Baba, she would put it in envelope along with a poem.
This was her regular seva. On Baba’s 75" Birthday, there was a grand celebration
in Kala Mandir in the evening. She took with her an envelop containing pranami
to give to Baba. In her hurry, she neglected to put a poem into it. She also
carried in her bag an empty envelope to give to her friend who had asked her
for it. After the ceremony was over she stood in line to offer her pranams to
Baba and handed Him the envelope. To her embarrassment, on reaching home
she found she had handed over the empty envelope! ‘She immediately called up
Baba, and apologised profusely for her mistake. Baba laughed and said, ‘I did
not take the other envelope because you had forgotton to put the poem in it.’
She was once again dumbfounded! How did Baba know that the ‘envelope did
not contain the poem? It became obvious that it was not her money, but her
feelings that were more valuable to Him. ‘
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Next day she came to the Ashram and handed over her latest poem along
with her pranami to Baba. I reproduce here the poem she wrote. But now you
could have guessed who she is. Her poems appear regularly in the issues of
“The Harmonist’. Her name is Geeta Rao. ’

Lifetime of ‘separative existence’
Hath made me dull.
My mind lies scattered, senseless and lulled,
And yet this hopeful heart
Doth beat rhythmically on the drums of my destiny,

In the eternal now ... ... ... ...
That anyhow, thou art but
- " Picking up my pieces
To restore me to my Divine Truth.

LORD KRISHNA AND THE PUBLIC
Dr Rama ProsaD BANERJEE

Preamble :

Throughout the ages the Lord has received betrayals from the public at large.
Lord Rama, had to inflict misery and pains to Bhagawati Sita Devi. Sita Devi,
unable to bear the inflicts of torture had taken shelter of the mother earth putting
a halt to Her life. Look at Jesus, the son of God. Given a chance to free either Jesus,
the holy man or Barabbas, a convict of cruelty and murders, public had voiced
in one the release of Barabbas from imprisonment and consequent confinement
and punishment of Jesus, the son of God. People of Dwarka had blamed and
maligned Lord Krishna many a time. The insults were so intense and penetrating
that Lord had to wage terrible wars and prove Himself true to the cause of people.

This article shall narrate two incidents of this kind.

Lord’s second and third marriages :

Immediately after having married Rukmini Devi, Lord Krishna had to embrace
the honours of marriage offers from two fathers. Both were highly placed in
their respective esteem and accomplishment. Both were deep and profound
devotees and had the honours endowed by the Lord. One was king Satrajit. And
the other was king Jambavan.
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Satrajit was a king of one region within Dwarka. He was a very pious and
devoted person. Satrajit used to worship the Sun-God. His intense devotion and
love towards the Sun-God made the latter a close friend of Satrajit. The Sun-
God realising the requirements of Satrajit had gifted him a wonderful treasure—
a pearl of divine make. This pearl, called ‘Symantak mani’ was like the sun.
Anybody trying to look at it gets his eyes dazzled and vision puzzled because
of the cosmic brightness of the pearl. People used to confuse Symantak pearl
with the sun only. The pearl had stream of progeny in gold. It produced gold
blocks everyday of the magnitude of eight ‘Bhars’. ‘Bhar’ was a vedic unit of weight
measurement. One ‘Bhar’ equals roughly eight kilograms. So the Symantak pearl
used to produce sixty four kilograms of gold everyday to the fulfilment of worldly
expectations of Satrajit. Satrajit had placed this pearl in the temple of gods and
started worshipping this himself and by the brahmins.
Lord had once made a request to Satrajit to give this pearl to king UgréSen‘,
the King of Yadavas. But this was refused on His face. Matter ended there.
Krishna did not take cognisance of this pearl. again.
Things happened with the masses approaching Krishna Wlth sheer awe and
apprehensions. As Satrajit once entered the palace of Dwarka with his symantak
pearl, he found public around were in worshipping mode. Public having been
bewildered with the dazzling lights reflecting and emanating from the pearl
thought it to.be the Sun-God himself. They suggested Krishna to do something.
Krishna’s assurance and explanation of the fact that it was that pearl of Satrajit
carried on his shoulder only and not the Sun-God, pacified the public for that
moment but did not wash out the suspicions from their mind. Two things were
observed by the people :
1st, The wonder of gold being produced by the pearl everyday making
Satrajit very rich person.

2nd, The apparent brightness and magnanimity of the pearl which in
fact, apart from showing the shines of the original sun, had
removed pains, sufferings, ills and misgivings in the area ruled by
Satrajit.

Satrajit, now full of pride and envy disregarded Lord Krishna. His motive
was to prove himself an alternative source of power and energy, an alternative
God. Satrajit had committed sin which he had to pay .for by the compulsion
of the situation. Apart from other things, he had offered his daughter Satyabhama
to marry Lord Krishna.

Similar to Satrajit Jambovan also committed mistakes and crimes to the
Lord. Jambavan offered his daughter Jambawati to the marriage with Lord
Krishna.
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Lord—the accused :

- Public praise and accuse in the Same breath Both are conditioned by their
realities, requ1rements and rationales. At the human scale realities are bare
material and sensual; requirements are material and sensual; retionales also are
material and sensual. Human scale of thoughts are limited to the embrace and
governs of selfish considerations and mundane conditions.

) Satrajit had earned a high place of dignity and esteem in the eyes of the
public. His ability to shine and dazzle; his ability to prove and show noble; his
ability to muster the power of cosmic body made him great. People developed
a sense of admiration for him also.

Problem started with Prasen, brother of Satrajit carrying the pearl along deep
inside the woods with a view to hunt for chosen animals. Prasen was under
‘the impression that the pearl being the saviour and winning power, would help
him hunt the animals and protect him from the attacks of the dreaded ones in
the jungle. Prasen speedmg inside the deep forest on the back of the horse was
chased and killed by a lion. The lion now became the custodian of the pearl—
which was stuck on its body Jambovan, king of the beasts found this wonderful
pearl stuck on the body of a lion and killed it for the pearl. Jambovan, king
of that part of the forest took away the pearl and gave it to its children for their
fun inside caves. The percelved Sun-God’ is now a tool for play in the hands
of Jambovan’s children. Pearl changed hands one after the other, ultimately
finding its place inside the den of the bears. But Prasen’s disappearance remained
a mistry to the public who were unaware of the series of incidents that took |
place w1th this pearl. - . :

Disappearance of Prasen made Satrajit deeply aggrieved. He was lamenting
making allegations against Krishna. Satrajit thought, since Prasen had gone' to
the Jungle for hunting with the Symantak Pearl, Krishna took this opportunity
to kill him. Since Krishna had once sought the pearl, he must be inclined to have
t,hat by any means. Prasen’s taking the pearl inside the jungle gave Krishna the '
o'pportdnity to kill him and snatch the pearl from him. Hearing the
lamentations of Satrajit, people of that locality started making gossips of it. They
developed  the impressions that Krishna had done it. He had killed Prasen
inside the jungle to create the benefit of doubt of Prasen having been killed by
animals inside the jungle. They started maligning the character of Lord
Krishna. ) »

Krishna on hearing the talks of the city, thought it proper to take up initiations
in order to remove the'mis_conceptions. Lord Krishna called the citizens of Dwarka
and requested them to accompany Him to find out the plight of Prasen and the
Symantak Pearl. He took people along towards the jungle where Prasen had
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gone. Reaching the jungle the Lord had advised His men to wait outside the
jungle and Himself went inside.. Krishna had followed the footsteps of the stead
to reach the place where Prasen and his horse were killed by a lion. Thereafter
the Lord penetrated deeper inside the forest. He was now vulnerable to
the attacks of the dreaded animals of the jungle. Krishna had staked His life
to unearth truth and get the pearl back. Moving further inside the forest,
He noticed the cave of a hill in front of which the lion was found killed
possibly by a dreaded bear. Krishna went inside the den of the hill and
noticed that bear kids were playing games with that precious Symantak
pearl.

This was the kingdom of Jambovan, king of bears. Jambovan’s children
were playing with the pearl which he got hold by killing the lion. Now
Krlshnas eye was cast. on the pearl. No sooner than He was ‘inside
the den to get hold of the pearl He was shouted at by the keeper bear of the
kids. They cried out in awe and fear on heanng which Jambovan had
rushed in. He found a strange person around and 1mmed1ately decided to ‘claw
on. ‘

Jambovan was a close aide and devotee of Lord Rama. Like Hanuman,
Jambovan, had his life fully consecrated upon the work of the divine. His life
~was decent and religious. Usually Jambovan did not do any harm to anyone.
The incident of snatching Symantak pearl was a different one. He got hold of
“it just to add tools of fun for his kids. Now, Jambavan’s imperative was to
protect the pearl from the attacks of others. Krishna, stranger to him and his
people now, was to be restrained and annihilated. Jambovan had pounched on
Krishna.

A great war started between Krishna and Jambovan deep inside the cave
in the middle of the forest. People accompanying Krishna, who were awaiting
His coming back, could not guess even that a terrible war had set in deep inside
the forest. The fight with Jambovan continued for twelve full days continuously.
Having been tired, Yadavas waiting outside the forest went back to their homes.
They were full of sorrow. Devaki Devi, Rukmini Devi, Basudev and others
including the citizens of Dwarka cracked into tears. All were thoroughly aggrieved.
They feared that something had happened to Krishna inside the forest. All the
citizens of Dwarka and members of Krishna’s family started praying to Goddess
Chandrabhaga (Durga) for the safe return of their beloved Krishna. Finally they
got assurance from the Devi of Krishna’s safe return.

War with Jambovan became extremely strenuous for both. Jambovan had
the capacity to take any form and shape at his will for the work of his Lord.
He was in the troop of Lord Rama waging war against Ravana. During that
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period Jambovan had taken the human form and had a daughter named
Jambawati. Jambawati was a partial embodiment of goddess Lakshmi. She was
offered by Jambovan to Lord Rama for marriage. Rama had declined as He was
not to marry any second wife. However Rama suggested Jambdvan to wait till
the next incarnation of the supreme, Lord Krishna appears and promised to accept
Jambawati as wife in the incarnation as Sri Krishna. Jambawati devoted her
life to the worship of the Lord in her recesses inside the dens of Govardhan hills.
Now she is destined to her fulfilment.

Jambovan’s fight with Krishna found an end with the former having been

overpowered and defeated by the latter. Jambovan got back his realisation of |

the Lord. He realised now whom he was fighting with. His realisation of Lord
Krishna bloomed to the full and found the supreme in His totality standing in
his front. Lord Krishna was pleased with the realisation and_prayers of Jambovan.
He had blessed Jambovan with His divine touch on J ambovan’s head and narrated
to him the reasons for His coming. : i

Jambovan got an opportunity to fulfill his age-old dream of getting his
daughter married to the Lord. He prayed to Lord Krishna for accepting his
daughter Jambowati as His wife and had returned the Symantak pearl to Krishna.
Krishna married Jambawati and came back with the pearl and the newly wed
wife. '

Krishna’s return to Dwarka had infused life in the state. It was like getting
a dead person back into life. Sitting in the court of the King of Dwarka Krishna
now called Satrajit upon there. He narrated the entire story of getting back
the pearl and handed over the Symantak pearl to Satrajit.

Satrajit realised his great fault and understanding the amount of meanness
he had gone for, Satrajit started repenting deeply. His repent got him back
to senses. Satrajit approached Krishna for accepting his daughter Satyabhama
as His wife and the pearl as a gift alongwith. Lord Krishna accepted Satyabhama
as his wife—the marriage took place following religious practices. Krishna,
however, had refused to take the pearl. He had returned the pearl to Satrajit
saying that the latter became His Kin. So the pearl with him would have all
the kins in its embrace of goodness.

A single pearl revealed the character of the public and also made the Lord
embrace marriage twice.

Devotion or Chastisement?

Obvious is thus the question Whethef it is the devotion of the public or the :‘
fears for being chastised by the Supreme. Inhabitants of Dwarka were saved from |

the wrath of Jarasandha by creating for them a nice, _safé place to dwell in.




August 2001 37

Krishna’s embrace of bliss and safety had shown them the ways of life always.
Citizens of Dwarka had- all the riches and resources because of Krishna
only. Yet they took no time for blaming Krishna and maligning His
character. p

Jambovan got back his realisation by the touch of divinity through war. A
genuine devotee, Jambovan consecrated upon the divine. But Satrajit’s repentation
and surrender seems to be because of his fear. Satrajit understood that life- would
not remain smooth without blessings of and support from the Lord. His surrender
was possibly out of this fear and seeking a safety net.

Satrajit and Yadavas are not unique examples alone. They are but the faces
of the world. World’s filthy has been with these type of people. Only the Lord
can help. Thy bléssings be bestowed upon! Public or the Lord—whom is your
allegiance to? Have it to the Lord and Lord alone. Remove all those thoughts
and concerns for anybody else. Lord and lord alone—in thoughts and. realisations,
in dreams and in actions. Lord alone and Lord always.

— 5
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SEVA YAGYA AT BHUBANESHWAR

13th of July, 2001 was an eventful day for Sri Gouranga Ashram, Bhubaneshwar.
The Founder Acharya of the Ashram, His Divine Grace Bhakti Sravan Tirtha
Goswami Maharaj inaugurated a fully equipped Mobile Hospital in a glittering
function organised at the Science Bhavan Auditorium Hall of Science Park,
Bhubaneshwar. The state Health Minister, Fisheries Minister and important
officials graced the occasion. They were full of accolades for the noble venture
taken up by Sri Gouranga Ashram under the Guidance of Goswami Maharaj.
The function received wide publicity in the local Press and T.V.

The Mobile Van will visit remote villages and hamlets, bringing urgently
required medical aid to the needy and deprived villagers of Orissa. The Van
is manned by two doctors, 4 nurses, a technician and driver. It is equipped with
Scan, x-ray machines, and has facility for Pathological and blood tests. Free
medicines will be supplied among the patients. Scores of people have been
motivated by Baba to take part in this seva yagya by way of providing medicines,
funds etc. to run this mission successfully.

Baba delivered a beautiful discourse at the function, where he spoke on
Mahaprabhu and his devotee Basudev Bipra. The discourse is reproduced
below : ' '

Mahaprabhu was proceeding on his pilgrimage to the South from Nilachal.
On the way He came to a holy place called Kurmasthan. He spent a whole day
there, singing and dancing in ecstasy, the entire populace joining Him in singing
the Lord’s name. Next morning, he left the place and proceeded on his journey.
Immediately after He left, a Brahmin named Basudev Bipra came there to see
the Lord.

Basudev was a very devout man, but was afflicted with leprosy. He was
not at all bothered about this fact, as his faith on God was very strong. His
body was full of sores that were infested with maggots. These worms were his
only companions, as his body stench kept people away from him. If one of the
worms would fall off his body, he would carefully pick it up and put it back on
his body.

One night he heard that the Lord Himself had come in the guise of a sannyasi,
singing the Lord’s name roaming from place to place. Desperate to have a vision
of the Lord, he started moving towards Kurmasthan. Being feeble and
incapacitated, his progress was slow, as he sometimes walked, sometimes sat,
and sometimes crawled towards his destination. By the time he arrived,
Mahaprabhu had already left that place. On finding Him gone, Basudev lamented,
‘O Lord, I could not get to have your darshan’, and saying thus, he fainted.
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At that very moment,; Mahaprabhus progress was arrested. He stopped, as
if carefully hearmg somethlng ‘I am coming’, He sald and started speeding back
towards Kurmasthan. Like lightning, he' reached. that place, and lifting up
Basudev with both his hands, locked him in a deep embrace. Receiving the Lord’s
divine touch, Basudev s leprosy was immediately cured, and he was released from
all bondage Basudev found that his body had been transformed into golden colour,
with .no trace of his -disease!

Bowmg at the feet of Mahaprabhu he said
‘O Lord of mercy, what have you done. No one
dares to come close to me, and ‘you have held me
" close to your heart, which is the residence of
Lakshmi. Only God is capable of such action,
as the deservmg and underservmg, both are
equally dear to you ‘But now I am not at peace.
‘As ‘long as I'was an untouchable, my mind was
‘free ‘of pridé; which is why I could get you. Now
that 1 have got a beautiful body, I am afraid I
will not remaln “humble anymore Once pride
takes over 1 will lose you.
Hearing these words of Basudeyv,
"'Mahaprabhu’s heart melted, and tears streamed

down. His eyes.., He thought, ‘Today, Basudev has. defeated me.’ He addressed
Basudev, ‘A devotee like you will never have arrogance. Your duty now is to
serve the people of Orissa with devotion, bringing them close to God. Your life
should be a seva-yagya.’ Saying that, He left.

Basudev Bipra was a physician by profession.  He used to stay in GanJam
now Beherampur. Thus directed by Mahaprabhu, using his professional
and spiritual skills, he spent the rest .of his life bringing succour to the needy
in Orissa.

13th of July 2001 was Basudev Bipra’s birthday. Recognising the lifetime
of dedicated service that he gave to the people of Orissa, Baba dedicated the
Mobile Hospital to the people of Orissa,: :

A severe flood situation in Orissa has dlsplaced thousands of people from their
homes, and hundreds of lives have been .lost. The State Government is making
all efforts to handle the crisis. Food and medical aid are of primary importance
at this juncture.

The Mobile Hospltal .of Sr1 Gouranga Ashram is Worklng day and night in
the worst affected areas, giving first-aid and distributing free medicines. Medicines
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Worj;h/more than Rs. One lac have already been disbursed. The State Government
and particularly the Health Minister have specially recognised the dedicated
service of our Doctors and Medical staff in the difficult areas. _

. We invite contributions in the name of ‘Sri Gouranga Ashram’, so that as many
persons as possible could join in this noble endevour to help our suffering brethern.

ASHRAM NEWS

SRI GOURANGA ASHRAM, CALCUTTA

On 5th July Gurupurnima was observed at the Ashram. In the evening a grand
celebration was held at Kalamandir, Calcutta. The devotees received Baba with
nam-sankirtan at the gate of the Kalamandir as he arrived at 5-15 p.m. People
lined up to have Baba’s darshan.

The big hall was packed to its utmost capacity. The dais was beautifully
decorated. On the right side was an image of Vyasdeva. A lotus seat was carefully
made for Baba.

As soon as the Kirtaniyas of Sri Gouranga Ashram had begun Guru Bandana
the atmosphere became surcharged with devotional emotion. They presented
kirtans in their classical form. After them the Madan Gopal sampradaya song
nam-sankirtan. Then the famous Kirtaniya Sm. Saraswati Das offered Braja Lila
Kirtan. The audience was enthralled.

More than one hour had passed before Baba began to speak. At first he
reminded the devotees that the Gurupurnima day was the day of Sri Sanatan
Goswami’s passing away. It is also the day when the Caturmasya brata of the
Vaishnavas starts.

Baba spoke for more than two hours. He mainly dealt on the sadhya-sadhan
tattwa. This tattwa was first unfolded on the banks of the Godwari when Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Rai Ramananda met. This was their first meeting.
Before that they were not known to each other.

Baba said that the word sadhya meant the aim or the goal which was to
be achieved, Devotion to Vishnu is the aim, the goal, the destiny of human life.
It is called Vishnu bhakti. The word bhakti comes from the root ‘bhaj’, which
means to bring happiness to Sri Krishna.

Sri Chaitanya asked Ramananda about the sadhya, the aim of life as well as
the sadhan, the way to achieve the goal. Ramananda said that he was the
instrument on which Mahaprabhu was harping. The words he was uttering were
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actually the words of Mahaprabhu, spoken through him. The discussion went
on step by step. Mahaprabhu led the discourse to a grand finale.

Baba shed new light on the sadhya-sadhan tattwa. This tattwa forms the
core of Gaudiya Vaishnavism.

After Baba’s talk the devotees came one by one to seek His blessings. They
had to wait in long quess. Prasad was distributed to all. The celebration ended
at 10 p.m.

HIGHLIGHTS OF NATIONAL EVENTS : JULY 2001

1st July: KarunaniDHI AND Two UNioN MINISTERS ARRESTED :

Mr. M. Karunanidhi, former chief minister of Tamil Nadu was arrested
around 1.30 am on 30th June, for his alleged involvement in a multi-crore
rupees flyover scam. The union minister for industry Mr. Murasoli Maran
and minister for environment and forests, Mr. T R Baalu were also arrested
and kept in judicial custody till 3rd and 13th July respectively. The former
state minister, Mr. KS Mani, was also arrested. Charges against all of them
are their involvement in different capacities in the multi-crore flyover scam.
Mr. MK Stalin, son of Mr. M Karunanidhi, former chief minister of Tamil
Nadu surrendered to the police. Police were looking for Stalin.
Charges against Mr. Karunanidhi : Accepting illegal gratification in the
construction of 10 flyovers in Chennai.
Charges against Mr. Maran : Voluntarily causing hurt to a public servant,
obstruction to lawful apprehension of another person and threat to cause
grievous injury.
Charges against Mr. Baalu : Obstructing a public servant from discharging
his duties.
Mr. Karunanidhi’s reaction of the incident : Mr. M. Karunanidhi spoke
to the journalists from the backseat of the police van parked in front of
the Commissioner’s office in the morning on June 30, saying:
“The policemen suddenly broke into the first-floor bed room where my wife
and I were sleeping and rudely woke us up. About 10 policemen forced
open the door and trooped into the room. They dragged me from the bed,
even as I kept protesting that 'm an old, ailing man. I was dragged down
the steps and thrown into a police car. They even tore my shirt.”

The President and Prime Minister of India have shown concerns about
the incident.
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July 2nd: Union CaBINET DECmES To REcALL T N GOVERNOR :

The Union cabinet in its meeting held on July 1st decided to recall the
T N Governor Mr. Fatima Beevi for ‘failing to discharge her constitutional
obligations’ after the arrest of Mr. M. Karunanidhi and two union ministers
in chennai on June 30. Mr. C. Rangarajan, governor of Andhra Pradesh
has been given additional charge of Tamil Nadu.

NDA team critical of T N Government : A three member NDA team
led by Mr. George Fernandes with Mr. Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa, union
Fertiliser minister and Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra, BJP leader, as members
visited Mr. Karunanidhi and others in the jail. According to Mr. Fernandes,
“Mr. M Karunanidhi has been treated as if he was a common criminal and
two men of merit, who have done the union cabinet proud, have been called
street rowdies by the chief minister. A dangerous situation has been created
with 25000 people being rounded up and put in jails.”

Jury 3rp : NDA Demanps PresmpeNTs Rute N T N
The union cabinet in its meeting held this evening has taken strong exception
of the arrest of Mr. M. Karunanidhi and two union ministers. The cabinet
decided to send warnings to the T N Government with a view to restore
all constitutional guarantees. Mr. Arun Jeitley, the union Law minister
told journalists that the centre was not invoking article 355 but issuing
warning in accordance with the earlier practices.
In the face of pressures from the centre the Jayalalitha government released
two central ministers from the custody. The T N Government, however did
not withdraw cases against the two ministers. Later on 3rd July, the
T N Government withdrew all the cases against two union ministers, decided
to release all detained DMK workers and supporters and withdrew the curbs
imposed on Sun T V which had snapped the incidents of arrests.

July 4th :
Mr. M. Karunanidhi was released around 5.20 p.m. from The Chennai
Central Jail. Reasons assigned by the government are ‘Old age’ and
‘humanitarian ground’. Government has not withdrawn cases against
Mr. Karunanidhi.

JuLy 41H : UTI CrasH :
Unit Trust of India declared on 2nd July suspension of sale and repurchase
of US-64 till December. Reasons given by the Trust are : Volatility of the
equity market and the hope around its stabilising a few months from now.
Though reluctant to provide extra-budgetary support to UTI, Union finance
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ministry has given a hint to review the decisions of UTI. Meanwhile
Mr. P.S. Subramaniyam, UTI Chairman has been replaced by Mr. K. G.
Vassal as acting chairman of UTI. Vassal promised to : “provide liquidity
to small investors.”

US-64 of UTI is the largest single mutual fund product in India with
participation by a large number of small investors. The six months
moratorium, thus, goes against the interest of the small investors in India.

JuLy 8TH : INDIAN ASTRONAUTS TO LAND ON MoOON :
Dr. Krishnaswami Kasturirangan, Chairman of Indian space research
organisation has sounded a strong commitment and promise to send a team
of experts on board an Indian made space ship to land on the surface of Moon.
He said, ‘India is trying to develop space station also.” If things go the
present way) by 2005 Indian satellite shall be stationed in the outer space.

JuLy 971H : INDIA OFFERS TO IssUE Pak Visitors Visa AT THE CHECK POINTS :
Just a few days left for Pakistani President Mr. Parvez Musharraf’s visit,
India today declared unilaterally to issue visa to Pakistani visitors at the
border checkposts. The checkposts are likely to be operative in just a few
months. This is the second in the series of added initiatives taken by Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee. Another important decision was taken a couple of
days back to send Lieutenant-General G S Sihota Director General of
Military Operation (DGMO) to Pakistan to discuss with his Pakistani
counterpart Major-General Ashfaq Pervez Kayani. This is to discuss the
military situation along the line of control and Siachin Glacier.
Hurriyat Invited : The Pakistani high commission today invited the seven
executive Hurriyat members to a reception thrown in honour of General Pervez
Musharraf on 14 July. India’s opposition to this move was thoroughly ignored.

JuLy 13TH : INDIA-PAKISTAN Discorp oN SummitT THEMES :
Mr Pervez Musharraf, President of Pakistan in his interview given to Gulf
News today has ridiculed Simla Pact and Lahore Declarations. The Indian
Prime Minister Mr. Atal Behari Bajpayee told newsmen of India’s firm faith
on the Simla Pact and Lahore Declaration.

JuLy 14tH : MUSHARRAF—REACHES DELHI :
Mr. Pervez Musharraf, President of Pakistan landed on Delhi at 8.20 am.
He was welcomed by Indian leaders at hotel Taj Palace. At the Rashtrapati
Bhavan’s welcome ceremony, among the Service Chiefs only present was the
Air Force Chief Mr. Tipnis. However, Mr. Tipnis did not offer salute to
the visiting president, he shook hands with Mr. Musharraf instead.
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Advani-Musharraf meet : Mr. LK. Advani,’ home minister of India, met
Mr. Musharraf to have discussions as'a prelude to the ‘Agra Summit; 'Armed
with "detailed reports’ and facts” about Dawood Ibrahim’ and his eleven
associates ‘sheltered in'Pakistan,” Mr, Advani requested ‘Mr.* Musharraf to
hand over the entire gang to India. Pressures moiunted by Advani on these
issues were corisidered “narrow tactics’ by Musharraf. However, the former
refuted the charge saying this as the perception of a m’ilitai:y person. Advani
had raised the issues of retaining Indian nationals as prisoners in Pakistan.

JuLy 15 : MUSHARRAF IN TAJMAHAL :
Mr. Pervez Musharraf had nice and romantlc time today at the Taj Mahal
in Agra with his wife Begum Sehba.

JuLy 15 : KASHMIR FIGU’RES AS THE PRIMORDIAL ISSUE LY
While the summlt discussion starts, the Pak1stan1 pre51dent keeps on
pressurising on Mr Atal Beharl BaJpa1 saymg ..no progress could be made
towards normalisation of relations with India unless the Kashmir issue was
resolved in accordance with the wishes of the people of the state.’
BaJpayee in the malden discussion had opened other issues 1nvolv1ng by
lateral relatlons But Musharraf refuted saying, those issues could not be
addressed unless the’ core 1ssue (Kashrmr) is  discussed and resolved
The two leaders agreed to form a sub- -group to tackle the 1ssue of nuclear
risk. Both reahsed the nuclear threat and 1ts consequences.

JuLy 16 : INpo-Pak SUMMIT FanLep 10 REACH AGREEMENT ~1
Despite efforts throughout!the day to reach:certain agreed péints and to
issue some sort.of joint declaration, the'entire ‘discussion ‘proved to be a
big zero with the parties unable to reéach a common stand.: Kashmir was
the main hindrance. Indiagave the proposal to hold annual summit and
a bi-annual foreign ministers meet to discuss three issues : (i) Peace, Sécurity
and Confidence building measures, (ii) Kashmir and (ii) Narcoties and
Terrorism. India wanted to give greater emphasis on curbing cross-border
terrorism. Pakistan was harping on Kashmir issue to resolve as per the
wishes of the people of Kashmir. . India had- alleged that. Pakistan is
engineering ¢ross order terrorism in Kashmlr India’ demanded that the
plane hijackers be handed over to it. Pakistan refused.

General Pervez Musharraf left Delhl 1n the mldmght

JuLy 15-16 : UTI OPENS.ITS WINDOWS TO. THE- SMALL INVESTORS :
On Government ‘of India’s assignment Mr: M. Damodaran, IAS has taken
over the chairmanship of UTI from the acting Chairman Mr. K. G.-Vassal.
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Earlier on July 14th, the board of trustees of UTI has offered a limited
repurchase of upto 3000 units from all categories of unit holders from August
01, 2001. Initially the prices would be administered and UTI shall revert
to the NAV-linked system of pricing the units from January 2002. Salient
features of the decision are :

# The repurchase price in Aug 01 will be Rs. 10 per unit and this will
increase by 10 paise a month

# The repurchase price shall not go below this level during the speciﬁed
period

#  All investors holding units on June 30, 01, can offer up to 3,000 units
for repurchase between August 01, 01 and May 31, ’03.

JuLy 18 : US CONGRESSMAN SrAms Pakistan, CHINA :
Mr. Benzamin Gilman, an influential Republican lawmaker has demanded
that Islamabad and Beijing conform to the spirit of cooperation initiated
by Atal Behari Bajpayee. He slams Pakistan for the failure to keep up
to the spirit of cooperation.
Gilman demanded, “Islamabad should immediately, end its support for the
Taliban who support Osama bin Laden and terrorists in Kashmir that strike
India on a daily basis.” Gilman confirmed the Government of India’s
observations that the government of China is the big threat to democratic
India and fledgling democratic governments is Asia.
Gilman questioned China on its attitude towards India. ‘How does the
Chinese Government have the Chutzpan to criticise India for facts about
its military build up while the Chinese military still occupies 38,000 sq.km.
of Indian territory?,” he asked, “Apart from this, Pakistan illegally gave 5000
sq. km. of Indian territory in Kashmir to China.”
Gilman strongly fosters the idea of US and India “forming a solid alliance
that is specifically designed to pro-democratic governments in the region to
combat drug and terrorism.”

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORLD NEWS

July 1: LoNpoN — A space probe, launched yesterday from Cape Canaveral is
expected to solve many of the deepest mysteries of the world. Its mission
is to study the heat left over from the Big Bang, in which the universe
was created billions of years ago. By looking for tiny variations in. this
primordial glow, scientists expect to gain unprecedented insights into the
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birth, growth and ultimate fate of the universe.
Scientists hope to start receiving data by early October and, if all goes well,
the map should be complete by early 20083.
Evidence that the universe had begun in a Big Bang emerged in 1964, when
two American radio engineers detected microwaves coming from deep space.
This cosmic microwave background was the fading embers of the Big Bang,
now just a few degrees warmer than absolute zero, or minus 273 Celsius.
In 1992 scientists in NASA published a map showing roughly how the
microwaves were. spread across space. Instead of being uniform, the
‘microwaves revealed lumpiness in the early universe that ultimately formed
galaxies, stars, planets — and humans.
Yesterday NASA launched the Microwave Anistropy Probe (MAP) which
will examine this lumpiness in unprecedented detail. By measuring the
level of lumpiness at ever-finer scales, scientists will gain
understanding of the state of the universe.
After decades of effort with ground-based telescopes astronomers now believe
that they are on the brink of definite answers to many cosmic mysteries.
Astronomers currently believe that about 12 billion years ago the universe
exploded into existence in a process known as “inflation”, expanding from
sub-atomic dimensions to the width of a football in less than one million-
- billion-billion-billionth of a second. It has been expanding and cooling down
ever since.

Belgrade and the Hague, July 1, — Slobodan Milosevic, the ex-president of

Yugoslavia is now behind the bars at the Hague. He is the first former
head of a state to face the UN court. The UN War Crimes Tribunal ordered
his arrest. But a Yugoslav court ruling barred his extradition to stand trial
for alleged atrocities in Kosovo.
Faced with the loss of $ 1 billion in foreign aid desperately needed to repair
the damage from his 13 years in power, Yugoslavia’s new leaders sent
Milosevic packing on 29th June enroute to the Hague to face the War Crimes
Tribunal for alleged crimes against humanity committed during a crackdown
he ordered in 1989.

July 3 — Caged but defiant, Slobodan Milosevic told the UN war crimes court
in the Hague today that it was an' “illegal” body set up by his Western
enemies and refused to enter a plea on charges of crimes against humanity.
Making his first appearance in court Milosevic refused to co-operate with
British Judge Richard May, the tribunal Chairman.

Milosevic faces three counts of crimes including mass deportation and
murder, and one count of breaking the Geneva Conventions on the conduct
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of war.

Siachen, July 3 — India and Pakistan have been fighting for the Siachen glacier

‘since the early 80s. This is the highest battle ground in the world. The
root of the Siachen dispute lies in the vague demarcation of the border in
the northern areas as per the Line of Control. In the absence of any such
definition of the LOC, both the sides have their own interpretation. India
assumes that LOC in the line demarcated following the Shimla Agreement
‘which extends up to point NG 9842. New Delhi maintains that the areas
north and east of NG 9842 have ,alWays been under Indian
administrative control and its troops were located at Daulat Beg Oldi,
Sasoma and Zingrulma areas. India says that Siachen area and some of
the area upto Karakoram Pass was patrolled by its troops regularly since
1950s.
The Siachen Glacier is 78 KM long and is situated at an altitude of
5472 metres above the sea level. The main dispute in the glacier
lies in the vague demarcation on the Western side on the map beyond
NG 9842. ' .

July 5, Kathmandu — Maosist insurgents overran three security posts and shot
dead at least 40 policemen last night even as Nepali King Gyanendra was
preparing to celebrate his 55th birthday. The police claimed that five
guerrillas were killed in the encounter.

At around 2 am last might about 150 communist guerrillas raided the
Bichaur police station in Lamjung district. The policemen were hopelessly
out-numbered and in the fierce shooting that lasted well over four hours,
21 policemen lost their lives.

Only four hours earlier, the insurgents mowed down 10 policemen and
looted guns from the Tamashu police post in Nuwaket district. In a
simultaneous raid on the Wametaksar police post in western Nepal, the
Maoist rebels shot dead nine cops. Six policemen from the camp are still
missing. :

This is the second blggest strike by the Maoists since April, when its cadres
killed 47 pollcemen in two districts. )

July 10, Cape Carnival (Florida) — A Robotic explorer named Genesis —
equivalent to perhaps 10 grains of salt, if added up—will help explain what
it was like in the beginning. The very beginning, when the planets in the
solar system were forming.

The amount of solar loot coming back is “not much” admits project manager
Chet Sasaki. “But its very valuable”, he says.
On track for a July 30 launch, Genesis will be the first US spacecraft since
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the Apollo moon ships to return samples from outer space. Men will get
the opportunity to look at the primordial essence of the universe. Samples
of that staff will be pulled off the sun.

As the solar wind streams past Genesis at more than 1 million mph, 92
million miles from the Sun, microscopic traces of chemical elements will
become embedded in the materials on the collector panels. The goal is to
capture all 83 naturally occurring elements over two and half years,
one atom at a time. These castaway elements are the same material as
the original solar nebula, the disk of gas and dust from which all the
planets and other solar system objects formed four and a half billion
years ago. the outer layers of the. Sun, continually streaming into
space as solar wind, provide the most feasible way to access this fossil
record. F]

The equivalent of 100 grains of salt will be embedded in the panels
when Genesis returns—on the order of milligrams. All but 10 grains will
be hydrogen and helium, so common as to be of little interest. Those
precious 10 grains — in the form of atoms spread uniformly over the
collector panels—will be subjected to chemical analysis by scientists around
the world.

July 10, Colombo — Sri Lanka President Mrs. Chandrika Kumartunga today

suspended Parliament for two months as the main Opposition united to
topple her coalition government. The government said in a statement that
the Parliament will now reconvene on 7 September.

The move effectively stalled a vote on a no-confidence resolution against
the government. The opposmon today united to call for a vote on the ouster
move on 18 July. President Kumartunga is leading a mlnorlty government.
Her People’s Alliance coalition lost its majority in the house last month when
a key alley defected. The combined opposition has 116 seats against the
government 109 in the 225 member house. °
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